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A pandemic agreement remains crucial to complete the set of international rules aimed at
preventing cross-border epidemics and pandemics, and to protect the eight billion people of the
world better if a pandemic develops. The world needs an effective pandemic agreement that
ensures sustained preparedness and response financing, equitable access to medical
countermeasures, and an accountable system.

We appreciate WHO Member States’ stated ongoing commitment to negotiate and adopt a
pandemic agreement. We hope that this can be completed in 2024, appreciating that there can still
be time to work through detailed arrangements on specific articles following adoption.

In the interests of effectiveness, transparency, and countering misinformation, we recommend
that Member States agree to improved modalities for the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body at its
next meeting on July 16-17. Improvements should include:

1) Incorporating lessons from the Working Group on Amendments to the International
Health Regulations including:

a) the Co-Chairs’ efforts to build trust amongst Member States by, for example,
explaining why certain texts were proposed; and aiming for full consideration of all
Member State views.

b) A systematic schedule of negotiation for each outstanding article.

c) Scheduled working groups, that ensure full representation of all Member States in
whatever configuration Member States agree, and participation of independent
experts including civil society.

2) Formalinclusion and consultation of independent experts including civil society:
Previous INB meetings have been far too closed to relevant stakeholders, limiting input and
access to very few open sessions. Future INB meetings must find a balance that ensures
participation and consultation with relevant stakeholders, including in working groups, as
well as methods to communicate the invitation to participate in a timely way so that people



can make arrangements to travel. We support the call from over 140 civil society

organizations and their supporters to be officially included and participate in all meetings.

3) Transparent and regular communications on progress and remaining issues: This
includes provision of documents well in advance of meetings; updated documents during
the meetings and scheduled daily briefings. The INB bureau’s efforts to offer daily briefings
to relevant stakeholders in the final days of the last meeting in May were appreciated. We
recommend that such an approach continues, with daily scheduled updates on progress
and remaining issues from the Bureau during the INB meetings, as well as a briefing before,
and at the end of the meeting. The Bureau should also consider specific briefings to key
stakeholders including Parliamentarians.

This will enable relevant stakeholders to make constructive comments on texts, and
enables all stakeholders, including Parliamentarians, to help counter misinformation, and
garner support for the pandemic agreement in wider society.

We wish Member States a successful INB on 16-17 July and will continue to offer inputs which we
believe are essential for the successful conclusion of a pandemic agreement that will serve all
people.
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